                           CHURCH OF UGANDA, 

           KARAMOJA AND NORTH KARAMOJA DIOCESES
CELEBRATI ON OF EIGHTY YEARS  OF CHRISTIANITY IN KARAMOJA.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF ENTRY OF CHRISTIANITY INTO KARAMOJA
Early 1923, Major Rayne stood at Kacheliba – today in Kenya - facing the northern direction towards the greater Karamoja. He laconically observed, “This is barren soil for Missionary or European Trader, - neither are, and it is doubtful, if they ever will be, in evidence”.  Major Rayne would be proved wrong in a while.

On April 1923, the Rev. H.B. Dillistone of Church Missionary Societies (CMS) who had founded the Boys’ School at Ngora in Teso visited Karamoja. He wrote to CMS Committee in England urging the advisability of commencing work in Karamoja and offering to work there on his return from furlough. But it was later unanimously decided that rather than open work in Karamoja, it would be advisable to build a station at Lira in Lango so as to relieve the staff in Teso of their work on that district and leave them time to work the Karamoja district by itineration.

This was the case for need to secure fertile soil in Lango. Karamoja was seen as a appendage to Lira and Rev, Dillistone’s zeal was diverted to Mbale where he fell sick. With the CMS unwilling to evangelize Karamoja, the issue was shelved for sometime.

On 6th Oct. 1923, Chief Acia Toto ko Obok was angrily stoned to death by his subjects who opposed the payment of taxes to colonial government; that event put in the cold any missionary ambitions for Karamoja, let alone an administrative policy on the matter even by government which already existed in Karamoja as it was already a district.

Unofficial entries
Earlier 1923, an Abwor, Jeremiya, after getting baptized  in Gulu came to Acholi church at Adilang which was overseen from Gulu. Jeremiya assented, believing on God’s help, with Acholi support and others, preached and won converts for the Lord Jesus, build a fellowship in 1924, and Karamoja first church building of thatch, wattle and daub at Kiru was in place. 
But later in November 1923, the Provincial Commissioner named Guy Eden wrote for missionaries to come to Karamoja. He wrote thus:
          “- - - the time has now arrived at which, in my opinion, the entry of missions
           into Karamoja should be permitted, - - - the work of mission should be
           advantageous in any respect” .There is moreover a very strong Muhammadan 
           presence in the district which needs some counter influence - - - - and to prevent
           all  the chiefs being proselytized”. ( PC Assistant Secretary for Native Affairs.)
Come 1924, two African missionaries, Baganda by tribe named Paulo Kyasi  and Eleazar Kyoka  supported by Teso Mission at Ngora , arrived Karamoja in Bokora County through Katakwi to Iriir corridor or border, they arrived at Lokupoi Village near Kangole. After preaching for sometime at Lokupoi, the two took the first converts to Teso – Ngora for baptism. They were Yokana Loyep Areman, Matayo Lote, Eriya Achuka, Ilenya. However, little progress was made to further the gospel to other areas.  

Official entry

Alfred Barclay Buxton of Bible Church Men’s Society (BCMS) who already had Christian Mission in Central Africa roamed the areas surrounding Karamoja including Lake Turkana. They were looking for places and peoples who had not heard the Gospel of Christ. The two requested BCMS to allow them to take the Gospel to Karamoja. The Bishop of Upper Nile Diocese Usher Wilson gave his consent.
Alfred Barclay Buxton’s portion of scripture was the call to Gideon, “Go in this thy might”. Gideon’s might was his realization of his weakness and dependence upon God“. “We can expect as complete a victory as Gideon had”,  Buxton emphasized.
The two entered Karamoja by the striking mountain gateway at Iriir. Prayer claiming the land to God was said; they were cordially received by the District Commissioner locally named Acholimatar of Karamoja District.

Arriving at Kangole they found Lokong Apacapa who was later baptized Israel; with him, they climbed Morulinga hill to spy out the land and pray for it.

Guided by a government chief who sent Lokong Apacapa to lead the vistors, and Psalms 132:6, ‘We found it (Lotome) in the fields of the woods’, they chose a site where a generation before, hippopotami had roamed  by the Omaniman River. It was and is in the midst of the small Tome section, and called Lotome, the place of elephants. Lomanat, the County chief of Bokora told the Sub-county Chief of Lotome , Lokol Apoomomwo, to give them all possible assistance. 

Alfred Barclay Buxton and Hamilton Paget Wilkes officially put down Christian roots in Karamoja on Saturday 3rd, May 1929.
           “We had 12 men to push the car through mud. It was a great joke to the naked    

             Karamojong. We arrived at about sunset we waded through the last two miles;

             40 dusky women in their antelope skins and huge wire necklaces (ngalagia) and   

             bracelets (ngasuwa) helped  us. Such was the bizarre beginning.”

In their own minds, the pioneers were breaking new ground, bringing about an epochal event that would rouse the people from their ancient sleep. Yet for Karamojong this was another batch of Europeans coming to hunt game with their superior firearms.

.
Gaining permission

As new comers with official mission, permission to set up mission in Karamoja needed to be sought. Alfred Barclay Buxton and Hamilton Paget Wilkes sought permission from the Governor of Uganda, Sir William Gowers who had told them to visit Karamoja which Mr. Wilkes had identified to start a base for the Lake Turkana Sphere – Kakamar in Dodoth. Permission was granted on 12th May 1929.

At Lotome place, Sunday church service for sometime was centered at the sacred fig tree (ebobore) in Lotome cite, they soon built a school which would also serve as church building for sometime to come. 

The translation of the Lord’s Prayer and Hymns into Ngakarimojong and identifying God as “Papa” might have led to the Karamojong to think that white man believes in the same God, but he certainly had a different religion. 
The church – cum – school was dedicated on 16. 6 . 29 with a record attendance of 250 at Lotome which acted as a base for the whole of Karamoja and Turkana. Reading and writing was started, a football field was cleared, the boys’ dormitory erected, et cetera. 

By 1930, Hamilton Paget Wilkes was able to make himself understood in Ngakarimojong. The same year church council of professing Christians was formed to begin a self-governing church from the very start. Mr. Israel Lokong, a Jie was made the overall headman of the station. 

Come 1934, Mr. Bob Clark, later called Bwana Clark, was moved from Kacheliba to Lotome to take over the practical (agricultural) side of the work. In September same year he married the headmistress of Lotome Girl School – Ms Doris Wiggins. The ceremony was done in Ngora officiated by Bishop Kitching. Bob was also ordained on 16 . 12. 34 in Ngora.

After trying evangelism for sometime, the missionaries found it difficult to penetrate the Karamojong culture and tradition except for those who joined school. The missionaries somehow changed their mind and avoided direct evangelism.
          “We decided that direct evangelism was very difficult in Karamoja, 
            and so have decided the idea of preparing suitable boys and girls
            who would go back to their homes and live the Gospel. These will be 
            living Epistles known and read by all men”. 
Catechism started in schools. This included the Ten Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer and Apostles Creed. They used the Ateso Bible. In Lotome Boys’ school, some boys confessed Christ and the four were baptized on the first Sunday in 1931 by Rev. William Owen. They were Yakobo Locoro Lowok (from Lotome), Thomas Lowot (from Lotome), Logono Looyamoe Eriya (from Jie), and Yokana Chemaswett (from Sebei). Others who later followed included Nuwa Akorio (Lotome), Israel Lokong (Jie), Enos Longole (Bokora), Yepesa Lokolimoe (Dodoth) among others.
Anumber of boys were trained in the leadership code too. But the pull of the old life and the strong Karamojong traditional culture swallowed the first believers. Many who trained to be teachers married more than one wife and drifted away from active church service. But one Jephthah Lokolimoe finished the teacher training course at Ngora, became a teacher and later magistrate. 
Yakobo Locoro Lowok, born in 1905 who was among the first four baptised became a teacher for two years but turned to trade selling hides in Soroti and hoes in Karamoja, hence,  Ekone a Ngisomol, he  succeeded Lomanat as Chief of Bokora County. He became of great help to missionaries though not strong spiritually as he married many wives. He took the title of “Ekapolon’ as he became Paramount Chief. Like other chiefs the Karamojong spoke of him as having ‘gone over” to the British, and children’s songs dubbed him ‘emoit’, enemy as the song attests to this: “Tokutak lelero ka ngijaka, oolelero torama eburi, Akobo Lowok nyemoit ekeri napis, ooleero ... 
Yokona Loyep Areman who had been baptized in 1923 at Lokupoi by the very first but unofficial missionaries from Teso  attended Sercretarial course at Iganga CMS, he became Etantalait, translator, and Secretary at the District Commissioner’s Office in Moroto.
The Development of Mission Outside Lotome will be presented by the next reporter.
Thank you.

